
Code and Regulation Committee

Meeting Agenda

City Hall, Second Floor
425 E. State Street

Rockford, IL 61104
www.rockfordil.gov

5:30 PM
Monday, June 8, 2026

The following represents, in general, the chronological order of proceedings at the City 
Council/Committee Meetings: Call to Order, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Public Speaking 
and City Council/Committee Agendas.

Meeting will be live streamed on Channel 17 and via this link:
https://rockfordil.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Plat No. 5 of Woodhill Subdivision for the property located at 5101 and 
5115 Woodie Ranch Lane

26-00688

2. 714 Broadway 26-00613

Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board recommends approval for the Sale of Tobacco 

Products in conjunction with a tobacco store in a C-4, Urban Mixed-Use District at 714 

Broadway (Damian Lyman/Lyman Enterprises dba Dolla Dame Smoke Shop/Applicant)

3. 2614 and 2600 Kilburn Avenue 26-00614

Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board recommends approval for the Sale of Packaged 

Liquor (Class PKG) in conjunction with a grocery store in a C-2, Limited Commercial 

Zoning District at 2614 and 2600 Kilburn Avenue (Somabhai Patel/Shiv Dristi, LLC dba 

Jasmine Pantry/Applicants)

4. Zoning Board of Appeals recommends approval for a Special Use Permit 
for a Planned Unit Development for an RV and Fifth Wheel only 
community in an R-1, Single-Family Residential Zoning District at 2530, 
2710 and 2720 South Main Street (Midwest Yard Holdings, 
LLC/Applicant)

26-00454

5. Proposed Lift-Assist Ordinance 26-00690

6. Proposed Amendment Regarding Committee Chair and Vice Chair 
Selection

26-00691

III. RESOLUTION

1. River District Association & City of Rockford Street Parklet Program 26-00689

2. Request for Authorization to allow the Zoning Officer to file Text 
Amendments for multiple sections of the Zoning Ordinance

26-00692
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Code and Regulation 
Committee

Meeting Agenda June 8, 2026

IV. ADJOURNMENT

THE CITY OF ROCKFORD INTENDS TO COMPLY WITH THE INTENT AND 
SPIRIT OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.  IF A SIGN LANGUAGE 

INTERPRETER, PERSONAL P.A. SYSTEM, OR OTHER SPECIAL 
ACCOMMODATIONS ARE NEEDED, PLEASE CALL THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT 
AT (779) 348-7391 AT LEAST 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE, SO WE CAN BE PREPARED 

TO ASSIST YOU.
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         Rockford, IL   June 8, 2026 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKFORD: 
 

The Committee on Code and Regulation, to whom was referred the Final Plat No. 5 of Woodhill Subdivision located at 

the west end of Woodie Ranch Lane Chestnut Street, begs leave to report recommending that the Plat be Approved. 
      

 
Respectfully Submitted: 

 
 
 
 
 

        __________________________________ 
          Jonathan Logemann, Chairman 
 
         

__________________________________ 
         Aprel Prunty, Vice Chairman 
     

 
__________________________________ 

                Gabrielle Torina 
       

Committee Action Taken: 
        __________________________________ 
Logemann: Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____         Mark Bonne 
Prunty:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____     
Torina:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____ 
Bonne:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____ 
Bell:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____  __________________________________ 
                                      Tamir Bell   
 
 
Meeting of: June 8, 2026 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING AND ZONING DIVISION 
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Rockford, IL April 27, 2026 
        ZBA Meeting of April 21, 2026 

 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 
TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKFORD: 

 
The Committee on Code and Regulation, to whom was referred a Special Use Permit for a Planned Use Development 

for an RV and Fifth Wheel only community in an R-1, Single family Residential Zoning District for the property described 

as: 

 

A/K/A:  2530, 2710, 2720 South Main Street   
PIN:  11-34-182-015, 11-34-326-007, 11-34-326-008, 11-34-326-006 

 
hereby recommends that the actions of the Zoning Board of Appeals be Sustained, thereby recommending that City 

Council APPROVE a Special Use Permit for a Planned Use Development for an RV and Fifth Wheel only community in an 

R-1, Single family Residential Zoning District at 2530, 2710, 2720 South Main Street. 
 

Approval is based on the following conditions: 
 

1. Meet all applicable Building and Fire Codes. 
2. Submittal of a final detailed site plan for staff’s review and approval. 

3. The Applicant shall work with Public Works Engineering Staff for the required floodplain/floodway development 

permits, development permits for the concrete pads, and development permit for the paving of the roads, 
including stormwater review. 

4. The Applicant shall work with Engineering Staff on the installation and design of the multi-purpose path.  
Engineering Staff may allow cash-in-lieu of the multi-purpose path since this is adjacent to a State Route. 

5. A one-lot subdivision plat is required to be submitted, reviewed, approved and recorded via the Subdivision 

Review Process. 
6. The property shall be developed as per the approved one lot plat, site plan and landscaping plan approved by 

Staff. 
7. Must phase out the existing mobile homes completely by August 1, 2028. 

8. All Concrete pads must be installed by October 1, 2028. 

9. All road must be paved by October 1, 2028. 
10. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 

 
Approval is based on the attached Findings of Fact. 

 
The Legal Director is hereby instructed to prepare the necessary Ordinance. 

 

 
 

__________________________________ 
               Mark Bonne, Chairman 

Committee Action Taken: 

         __________________________________ 
Bonne:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____              Tamir Bell, Vice Chairman 

Bell:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____     
Torina:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____   __________________________________  

Wilkins:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____                     Gabrielle Torina 
Prunty:  Ayes:____ Nays:____ Absent:____        

          __________________________________ 

       Janessa Wilkins   
  

Meeting of April 21, 2026      __________________________________ 
ZBA 003-26                                                Aprel Prunty 
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FINDINGS OF FACT FOR APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

 FOR A PLANNED USE DEVELOPMENT FOR AN RV AND  

FIFTH WHEEL ONLY COMMUNITY  
IN AN R-1, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT  

LOCATED AT 2530, 2710, 2720 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
 

 
Approval of this Special Use Permit is based upon the following findings: 

 

1. The establishment, maintenance or operation of the Special Use Permit will not be detrimental to or endanger the public 
health, safety, morals, comfort or general welfare of the community. 

 
2. The Special Use Permit will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for 

the purposes already permitted, and will not substantially diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood. 

 
3. The establishment of the special use will not impede the normal or orderly development and improvement of the 

surrounding property for uses permitted in the district. 
  

4. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and/or necessary facilities have been, are being, or will be provided. 
 

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress or egress so designed as to minimize traffic congestion 

in the public streets. 
 

6. The special use shall conform to the applicable regulations of the R-1 District in which it is located.   
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Rockford, Illinois 
June 15, 2026 

 

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKFORD: 

Committee Members: 

The Committee on Code and Regulation, hereby begs leave to report: 

 
A recommendation to approve the attached Ordinance regarding Lift Assist Fees to the 

City of Rockford Code of Ordinance Section 65 ILCS 5/1-2-1.  

The Committee on Code and Regulation recommends that the City Council of the 

City of Rockford APPROVE the said amendments. 

The Legal Director shall prepare the necessary ordinance. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Committee Action: 6.8.26 

 

 

 J. Logemann Aye:   No:   Absent:   

G. Torina Aye:   No:   Absent:   

A. Prunty  Aye:   No:   Absent:   

 M. Bonne  Aye:   No:   Absent:   

 T. Bell Aye:   No:   Absent:   
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ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 

AN ORDINANCE IMPOSING LIFT ASSIST FEES 

FOR THE CITY OF ROCKFORD 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-2-1, provides that the corporate 

authorities of each municipality may pass all ordinances and make all rules and regulations proper 

or necessary, to carry into effect the powers granted to municipalities, with such fines or penalties 

as may be deemed proper; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Rockford is a non-home rule Illinois municipality pursuant to the 

Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970, as amended; and, 

WHEREAS, Section 11-6-1 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-6-1, empowers 

Illinois municipalities to operate municipal fire and public safety departments that provide fire and 

rescue services to residents and others; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Rockford operates one such department that provides fire and 

rescue services to residents and others; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Rockford has reported requests for Lift Assists, as that term is 

defined herein; and, 

WHEREAS, requests for Lift Assists are increasing operational costs and diverting the City 

of Rockford’s limited resources away from other calls for service and emergencies in the City of 

Rockford; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Rockford understands that, while Lift Assists are a service 

provided in appropriate circumstances, Lift Assists (1) are labor and time intensive; (2) are not 

intended to be a primary service offering by the Fire Department; and, (3) must be balanced with 

the other fire and rescue services that all residents of the City of Rockford expect; and, 

WHEREAS, Section 11-6-12 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-6-12, 

empowers the City of Rockford to balance these competing demands by allowing that any assisted 

living facility or nursing home facility within the City of Rockford can receive six (6) Lift Assists 

annually at no cost, while also empowering the City of Rockford to fix, charge and collect a 

reasonable fee for any Lift Assist requested beyond the six (6) that are provided annually; and, 

WHEREAS, Illinois courts have recognized that fee assessments like the one in Section 

11-6-12 of the Illinois Municipal Code are intended to protect taxpayers because they allow the 

municipality’s public safety, fire and rescue services to provide a unique, labor-intensive service 

in a manner that appropriately allocates the cost of that service between the taxpayers and the 

requestor. See, e.g., City of Effingham v. Diss Truck & Repair, LLC, 2019 IL App (5th) 180064; 

and, 
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WHEREAS, the City Council believe that it is appropriate, necessary and in the best 

interests of the City of Rockford and its residents, that the City of Rockford affirm its intent to 

provide six (6) Lift Assists annually to the assisted living facilities and nursing home facilities 

within the City of Rockford at no cost to the facility, while also adopting a fee schedule for 

providing any additional Lift Assists beyond the six (6) discussed herein; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council believe that such a fee structure would appropriately allocate 

the cost of providing Lift Assists while also protecting the operational readiness of the City of 

Rockford to address other requests for service. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained, by the City Council of Rockford as follows: 

Section 1. Incorporation of Recitals. The foregoing recitals shall be and are hereby 

incorporated as findings of fact as if said recitals were fully set forth herein. 

Section 2. Definitions. In addition to those terms previously defined, the following terms 

shall be defined to mean: 

A. “Assisted Living Facility” means any facility licensed under the Assisted Living 

and Shared Housing Act, 210 ILCS 9/1, et seq., as well as any other residential 

setting that provides assisted-living services for remuneration to three or more 

persons who reside in such residential setting and are not related to the owner of 

the residential setting, including but not limited to (i) a Supportive Living Program 

participant that is regulated by the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family 

Services and, (ii) unless expressly exempted in this section, includes a home, an 

apartment or other facility. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance 

to the contrary, “assisted living facility” shall not include an apartment or facility 

where casual care is provided at irregular intervals, nor where a competent person 

residing in such home, apartment or facility providing for or contracting for his or 

her own personal or professional services if no more than 50 percent of the persons 

residing in such home, apartment or facility receive such services. 

B. “Lift Assist” means a response to an assisted living facility or nursing home facility 

by personnel of a fire department, an emergency response unit or a unit of another 

public safety department providing automatic or mutual aid to a municipality in 

order to lift a patient or other individual from the individual’s current position to a 

desired position. Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance to the contrary, the 

act of lifting a patient or other individual during a response to a request for 

transportation to a health care facility (specifically such as a hospital or emergency 

room) shall not be considered a lift assist service. 

C. “Nursing Home” means a facility licensed under the Nursing Home Care Act, 210 

ILCS 45/1, et seq., or a facility or long-term care facility where medical care, 

nursing care, rehabilitation or related services and associated treatment are provided 

for a period of more than 24 consecutive hours to persons residing at such facility 

who are ill, injured or disabled. 
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Section 3. Imposition of Lift Assist Fee. The appropriate municipal department is hereby 

empowered, to the maximum extent permitted by Section 11-6-12 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 

to assess a fee for providing a Lift Assist to any Assisted Living Facility or Nursing Home within 

the City of Rockford. Said fee shall not exceed the actual personnel and equipment costs incurred 

by the department in rendering the Lift Assist. The seventh and each subsequent lift assist 

thereafter in 2026 shall be assessed a lift assist fee in the amount of $470.00. Said fee for 

subsequent years shall be established in the City of Rockford’s Annual Fee Schedule. 

Section 4. Lift Assist as Firefighting Service. To the extent that the municipal department 

currently fixes, charges and collects a fee for firefighting services under Section 11-6-1.1 of the 

Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-6-1.1, a Lift Assist is hereby declared to constitute a 

firefighting service provided by the department. 

Section 5. Rules and Regulations. The appropriate municipal department is hereby 

authorized and directed to promulgate reasonable rules and regulations related to the imposition, 

assessment and collection of the fees allowed under this Ordinance, except that no such rule or 

regulation shall provide any official with the authority to reduce or waive any fee imposed under 

this Ordinance without a concurrence of the City Council. 

Section 6. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. All ordinances, resolutions and policies or 

parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of the conflict, 

expressly repealed on the effective date of this Ordinance. 

Section 7. Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance or application thereof to any 

person or circumstances is ruled unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such invalidity shall not 

affect other provisions or applications of this Ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid 

application or provision, and each invalid provision or invalid application of this Ordinance is 

severable. 

Section 8. Headings/Captions. The headings/captions identifying the various sections and 

subsections of this Ordinance are for reference only and do not define, modify, expand or limit 

any of the terms or provisions of the Ordinance. 

Section 9. Publication. The clerk is directed by the corporate authorities to publish this 

Ordinance in pamphlet form. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage and 

publication in accordance with 65 ILCS 5/1-2-4. 
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PASSED THIS _____ day of ____________________, 2026. 

AYES:   ________ 

NAYS:  ________ 

ABSTENTIONS: ________ 

ABSENT:  ________ 

 

APPROVED THIS _____ day of _________________, 2026. 

 

      ___________________________________ 

Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 

Clerk 
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Memorandum 
 

  

 

To: Code & Regulation Committee  

           

From: Angela L. Hammer, Legal Director  

 

Subject:  Proposed Ordinance to Assess Lift-Assist Fees 

 

Date: June 4, 2026  

 

 

Staff recommends approval of the attached ordinance establishing lift-assist fees pursuant to 65 

ILCS 5/11-6-12. The statute authorizes municipalities to fix, charge, and collect reasonable fees 

from assisted living facilities and nursing home facilities for lift-assist services rendered by a 

municipal fire department, firefighter, emergency response unit, or public safety employee. 

 

The statute defines a “lift-assist service” as a response to an assisted living facility or nursing home 

facility by personnel of a fire department, emergency response unit, or another public safety 

department providing automatic or mutual aid to the municipality, for the purpose of lifting a 

patient or other individual from the individual’s current position to a desired position. The statute 

excludes lifting performed during a response to a request for transportation to a health care facility, 

such as a hospital or emergency room. 

 

Under the statute, a municipality may charge a reasonable fee only after the sixth lift-assist service 

provided to the same assisted living facility or nursing home facility in that year. The fee may not 

exceed the City’s actual personnel and equipment costs for the services rendered in connection 

with the lift assist.  

 

In collaboration between the Fire Department and Finance Department, staff determined the costs 

of each lift assist is $470. Therefore, staff recommends a lift assist fee in the amount of $470 be 

assessed for the seventh and each subsequent lift assist in 2026 at an eligible facility. The lift assist 

fee will be established in the annual fee schedule for 2027 and thereafter. 
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Amendments to Section 2-31 Proposed by Alderman Bell 

City of Rockford Code of Ordinances 

Sec. 2-31. - Rules of procedure and order of business. 

(g) Rule 7.  All committees shall be appointed by the mayor, unless otherwise specially 

directed by the council. The chairperson and vice chairperson of each standing committee shall 

be elected by the members of that committee by majority vote of the committee membership at 

the first meeting following committee appointments. 

 

 

(q) Rule 17.  The standing committees of the city council shall be composed of not less 

than five members and shall be appointed by the mayor annually., and the first person named 

on the committee shall be the chairman thereof and the second person named shall be the vice-

chairman thereof. 

 

(y) Rule 25. Selection of committee chairpersons and vice chairpersons. 

Each standing committee of the city council shall, at its first meeting following the appointment 

of committee members, elect from among its members a chairperson and vice chairperson by 

majority vote of the committee membership. 

The chairperson shall preside over meetings of the committee. In the absence of the chairperson, 

the vice chairperson preside. 

Any vacancy in the position of chairperson or vice chairperson shall be filled by majority vote of 

the committee membership at the next regular meeting of the committee. 

This section shall apply to all standing committees of the city council unless otherwise specially 

directed by the council. 
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Memorandum 

 

 

To:  Codes and Regulations Committee 

 

Cc: Mayor Thomas P. McNamara 

 City Administrator Todd Cagnoni 

Aldermen and Alderwomen of the City of Rockford 

 

From: Martin Bloom – Sr. Project Manager – Permits and Special Events  

  

RE: River District Association & City of Rockford Street Parklet Program 

 

Date:    June 8th, 2026 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The River District Association & City of Rockford has re-developed a Parklet Program to 

enhance the downtown experience by converting select on-street parking spaces into 

temporary public gathering spaces. Parklets are intended to function as extensions of the 

public sidewalk and provide opportunities for seating, landscaping, bicycle parking, 

public art, and other pedestrian-oriented amenities. 

The program operates seasonally from May 1 through October 31 and requires annual 

application and permit approval. Applicants must maintain and remove parklets at the 

end of each season and are responsible for all installation, maintenance, storage, and 

associated costs. 

Businesses legally established in good standing adjacent to proposed Parklet area may 

apply for participation in the program. Establishments wishing to serve food or alcoholic 

beverages within a parklet must also obtain the appropriate Outdoor Sidewalk Café 

License and/or a Right of Way Encroachment Permit 

The proposed Parklet Program establishes clear application procedures and design 

standards to ensure that installations are safe, accessible, and compatible with 

surrounding public infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

76



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key program requirements include: 

 

• Parklets must be located on commercial corridors within the River District. 

• Locations must be on streets with posted speed limits of 30 mph or less. 

• Parklets may occupy no more than two parking spaces and cannot exceed 44 feet 

in length. 

• Installations must not obstruct intersections, driveways, utility access, drainage 

structures, bus stops, loading zones, or accessible parking spaces. 

• Parklets must provide appropriate pedestrian access and comply with all 

applicable accessibility requirements. 

• Protective railings and barriers are required along the street-facing sides of the 

parklet. 

• Advertising and commercial activities unrelated to the approved use are 

prohibited. 

• Applicants are responsible for maintaining the parklet throughout the permit 

period. 

• Parklets shall be removed at the request of the Public Works Director at his/her 

discretion 

 

Staff recommends that the City Council approve the continued use of seasonal parklets 

within the River District and authorize the issuance of Right-of-Way Encroachment 

Permits for qualified applicants who meet all program requirements established by the 

City of Rockford and the River District Association (RDA). 
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CITY OF ROCKFORD 
RIVER DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 
STREET PARKLET PROGRAM

2026      Parklet Application
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A parklet is a seasonal use of a parking space designed for the public to relax and enjoy the city.
Parklets are a simple and basic idea – use a parking space to create a tiny park (“parklet”) or a space where 
people can gather in an unexpected place. They are an extension of sidewalk dining, in a unique way. Parklets can 
provide amenities like seating, plantings, gaming (like chess or mini-put), bike parking and public art. Par-klets 
are located in the parking lane adjacent to the curb designed as an extension of the sidewalk. Advertising and other 
commercial activities are not permitted in the parklet. 

This River District Association Application document is intended to guide applicants through the process and 
procedures for applying to install a parklet. It provides a comprehensive overview of the program, policies, 
procedures, criteria and guidelines for creating parklets in the River District right-of-way.

The parklet season which begins on May 1st and ends on October 31st. Parklet permits have an 8-month term, 
and must be applied for, and issued, every year.

The parklet will be maintained by the applicant for the duration of the season which may be as long as, but not 
the entire time as deemed by the River District Association and City of Rockford, May 1 to October 31 
(weather permitting) at which point the parklet must be removed and stored for the winter by the applicant 
before November 1. 

Establishments with a valid Business License may apply for a Parklet Permit. Applicants intending to serve food 
and liquor at a parklet must also apply for City of Rockford Outdoor Sidewalk Café License.

RIVER DISTRICT ASSOCIATION DOWNTOWN 
STREET PARKLET PROGRAM
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1. Applicant submits parklet application and supporting documents to the River District Association (RDA) for
review.

2. RDA reviews the application and if all documentation is satisfactory, schedules a site visit to review the
proposed parklet location with the applicant.  As part of the preliminary screening process the River District
Association and City of Rockford will review proposed sites for:
• Potential confl icts with future street projects
• Traffi  c patterns
• Street regulations
• Roadway geometry
• Operational considerations

3. If the location meets all the site location characteristics the RDA will issue a letter of approval to the
applicant.

4. The applicant may apply for a Right of Way Encroachment Permit with the City of Rockford
(COR). Applicants intending to serve food and liquor at a parklet must also apply for COR Out-door
Sidewalk Café License.

5. The COR will issue a Right of Way Encroachment Permit and if necessary Outdoor Sidewalk Café License.
6. Construction of the Parklet may begin.

PARKLET LOCATION

Parklets should be located on commercial corridors. The should be in front of businesses or institutions that 
generate foot tra ffi c. Parklets will be considered on acceptable streets within the River District that meet the 
following characteristics:
1. Streets with posted speed limit of 30 mph. or less.
2. Sidewalk paving that extends to back of curb.
3. Should be in an unrestricted parking lane, parallel to the curb edge, adjacent to the sidewalk
4. Does not block access to public utilities, hydrants, alleys, or driveways
5. Design does not block existing street drainage patterns
6. Parklets must be 15’ from catch basins
7. Parklet must be located in front of applicant business, or supporting property owner with approval of                     
adjacent property owners.
8. Must be at least one 20’ parking space away from the nearest intersection
9. Can occupy no more than two parking spaces with total length not exceeding 44’
10. Cannot be in or block a bus stop, on street handicap parking or loading zone.
11. Parklets cannot be located on streets with steep slope
APPLICATION PROCESS

80

knokes
Highlight

knokes
Highlight



APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Application
• Please ensure that all pages of the enclosed application are accurately completed.

Business License Certificate(s)
• Please provide copies of your City of Rockford business license certificate(s). If you do not have a valid business

license, please apply for the appropriate license(s) at the COR Finance Department.

Photograph(s)
• Please provide photograph(s) on 8 ½” X 11” paper(s) which are clear and depict the proposed site of the Parklet and

its relationship to the surrounding public way.

Plan(s)
• Plan(s) shall be submitted on 8 ½” X 11” paper(s) and clearly illustrate:

1. The business name and address as they appear on your business license.
2. The exact length(s) and width(s) of the proposed Parklet, and they must match the dimensions on the

application.
3. Proposed landscaping ensuring that the proposed parklet is aesthetically-pleasing and consistent with the

RDA’s objective of developing attractive vibrant streets.
4. The boundary shall fully enclose on the sides facing the street by continuous railing or barrier 36” –42” in height
5. Parklet structure and furnishings may not be bolted physically attached to the curb, street or side-walk.
6. Compliance with the Clearance requirements.

• Plan(s) that do not meet the requirements will be returned to the applicant for corrections, thus delaying the
processing of your application.

Insurance Requirements
• Please include your proof of insurance with this application. The requirements are below:

1. The Certifi cate of Insurance evidencing commercial general liability insurance with limits of not less than 
$500,000.00 per occurrence, $1,000,000.00 in aggregate combined single limit, for bodily injury, personal injury 
and property damage liability. The City of Rockford and the River District Association shall be named as an 
additional insured on a primary non-contributory basis for any liability arising directly or indirectly from the 
operations of a Parklet; and the permittee shall in-demnify, defend and hold the City of Rockford and River
District Association harmless from any loss that results directly or indirectly from the permit issuance.

2. The Certificate of Insurance “Description” section must clearly indicate the following:
a. “City of Rockford, The River District Association, their agents and employees are listed as addi-tional

insured in regard to the Parklet”
b. Your specifi c public way use must be listed, or it will not be accepted.
c. Having the City of Rockford and the River District Association only in the “Certificate Holder” section of 

the Certificate of Insurance does not mean that the City and RDA is listed as addition-al insured. 
Therefore, please ensure that the statement above is listed on your Certificate of Insurance “Description” 
section.

3. The issuing insurer shall provide for 10 days prior written notice to the City of Rockford and the River
District Association if coverage is substantially changed, canceled or not renewed.

4. The Certificate of Insurance “Certificate Holder” section must include the following:

CITY OF ROCKFORD 
425 EAST STATE STREET 
ROCKFORD, IL 61104 

RIVER DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 
102 NORTH MAIN STREET 
ROCKFORD, IL 61101

5. The insured listed on the Certificate of Insurance must be issued to the entity applying for the Outdoor 
Dining Sidewalk Cafe Permit
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PARKLET APPLICATION

APPLICANT INFORMATION

BUSINESS NAME: 

PERMIT MAILING ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

CONTACT PERSON: TITLE: 

PHONE:

E-MAIL:

Note: Please review the above section to ensure the accuracy of your contact information. Any omissions/in-accuracies 
will delay the processing of your application.

All Parklet applicants are required to obtain the signature of the Alderman in whose ward the proposed use of the public 
way is located. For Aldermanic Ward offi  ce information, please go to the City of Rockford web-site. Additionally, the 
applicant will need to forward the signed and completed Parklet Application, including plans, photos, certifi cate of 
insurance, acceptance letter, and a copy of current license certifi cate.
Failure to submit all the requirements will delay processing your application. No faxes will be accepted. Please return this 
application and all the associated documents by mail or in person to:

River District Association 
102 North Main Street 
Rockford, IL 61101

ALDERMAN’S RECOMMENDATION
Application should have prior recommendation of the Alderman of the Ward within which the Parklet will be located. 
Such recommendation shall not be unreasonably withheld.

ALDERMAN’S SIGNATURE: 

DATE: WARD:

DESIGN PLAN AND PHOTOGRAPHS
Please enclose a plan of the proposed Parklet and its relationship to the surrounding public way. Please show the 
associated dimensions, clearance measurements, boundaries and landscaping, street location, and its relationship to the 
surrounding public way. Also include photograph(s) of proposed Parklet location
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ACCEPTANCE OF PARKLET PERMIT TERMS

Please check ALL the boxes. Failure to complete this section properly will prevent your application from being 
processed.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:

I hereby understand and accept the terms and conditions relative to the issuance of the Parklet permit, and by 
signing below, I acknowledge that I must adhere to the City of Rockford’s Municipal, the Rules and Regulations for 
Parklets and if applicable Outdoor Dining Sidewalk Café’s, as well as all the additional requirements promulgated 
herein:

I understand it shall be my duty as the permit holder, and as a condition of the permit, to:
• comply with all the requirements defi ned within Rockford’s Municipal Code, the Rules and Regula-tions, as well

as the requirements   promulgated herein;
• upon submission of the Parklet Application, furnish the Certifi cate of Insurance;
• Pay the non-refundable City of Rockford Right of Way Encroachment and if applicable, Sidewalk Café annual

permit fees;
• resolve all Account Holds since failure to do so will prevent the issuance of this permit application;
• install or maintain the Sidewalk Café after the issuance of the permit;
• install and/or maintain the Parklet in a manner that complies with all applicable accessibility re-quirements under

local, state or federal law,

I understand that failure to adhere to all conditions imposed in the permit may result in revocation of the permit.

I hereby attest that all information that I have submitted is true and accurate.

MUST BE SIGNED BY AN AUTHORIZED OWNER/OFFICER OF THE LICENSED BUSINESS 

ENTITY SIGNATURE: 

PRINT NAME: 

BUSINESS LICENSE ACCOUNT NO.: 

BUSINESS NAME: 

BUSINESS  ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

BUSINESS PHONE: 

APPLICANT E-MAIL: 
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Parklet Applicant Property

1

2
3

4
5

1. The sidewalk facing the parklet should be open to
pedestrians. Parklet should not block fi re hy-drants, 
signs or other street furnishings.

2. The parklet dimensions should be the size of a
standard parallel parking space. approx. 7 feet wide
by 22 feet long.  Parklet may take up to two parking
spaces in length.

3. Do not block drainage structures.

4. Maintain water fl ow under parklet deck to drainage 
structure.

5. The parklet zone may not be longer than the frontage
of the applicant’s or supporting prop-erty owners
property line without approval from adjacent
property owners.

6. Provide smooth transition from curb to parklet deck
with no more than 1/2” gap.

Adjacent 
Property

Adjacent 
Property

9

7. Parklet deck should structurally sound  and slip re-sistant
surface that is level with the adjacent curb and have no
more than 2% cross slope.

8. Provide continuous railing or barrier on street sides of
parklet. Railings should be between 36” - 42” in height
and be securely affi  xed to the parklet struc-ture.

9. Colorful landscape plantings are encouraged in planters
affi  xed to railings and in raised planters.

67

8

PARKLET DESIGN
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Rockford, Illinois             Date: June 8th, 2026 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR RESOLUTION 

 

 

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKFORD: 
 

Council Members: 

 

       The Committee on Codes and Regulations having received a request hereby begs 

leave to report recommending approval of the River District Association & City of Rockford 

Street Parklet Program.   The Legal Director shall prepare the appropriate resolution. 

 

          ______________________________ 

        Mark Bonne (Chair) 

 

 

 ______________________________ 

              Tamir Bell (Vice chair)   

 

 ______________________________ 

          Gabrielle Torina 

 

 

   ______________________________ 

   Aprel Prunty 

 

 

 ______________________________ 

   Janessa Neal 

 

 

 

 

Committee Action Taken: 

 

Bonne:  Ayes: ___ Nays: ____ Absent: ____ 

Bell:           Ayes: ___ Nays: ____ Absent: ____ 

Torina:  Ayes: ___ Nays: ____ Absent: ____ 

Prunty:  Ayes: ___ Nays: ____ Absent: ____ 

Neal:   Ayes: ___ Nays: ____ Absent: ____ 
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Memorandum 
 
To: Code and Regulation Committee 

 

From: Scott Capovilla 

Planning & Zoning Manager 

 

Re: Proposed Text Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Table 20-1, Article 20-005-C (Lot Area per Dwelling 

Unit), Article 20-005-G (Rear Setbacks), Table 21-1, Article 30-004 (Mandatory Planned Unit 

Developments), Article 35 (Infill Overlay District), Article 50-003 (Off-street Parking Ratios), Article 50-

016 (Access Locations) and Article 80-003 (Nonconforming Uses and Continuance of Nonconforming 

Uses) 

 

Date: June 2, 2026 

 

 

The purpose of these text amendments is to assist with the development and re-development of land within the City 

of Rockford and help with infill development.  It will also ease some parking regulations thereby reducing 

impervious surface and storm water runoff.  Finally, it will codify the issues with driveway access which is 

currently contained within the Engineering Design Criteria Standards. 

 

In order for proposed text amendments to be considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals and City Council, the 

Council must first adopt a resolution instructing the Zoning Officer to file an application for review by ZBA.  After 

ZBA has reviewed the matter, their recommendations are then referred to the Code & Regulation Committee and 

then City Council for adoption or denial. 

 

The proposed amendments would be as follows: 

 
Table 20-1 Use Classification Table 

U S E  G R O U P  Zoning District 

Use 

Standard 
Parking Standard 

Use Category 

└specific use type 
RE R-1 R-1U R-2 R-3 R-4 

P=Permitted Use; S= Special Use; PR=Performance Review; PUD= Planned Unit 

Development; - = Prohibited Use 

R E S I D E N T I A L         

└Detached house P P P P P P  

Error! Reference 

source not found., 

Group A 

└Townhouse - - - P P P 

Error! 

Referenc

e source 

not 

found. 

Error! Reference 

source not found., 

Group A 

└Two-unit house - - - P P P  

Error! Reference 

source not found., 

Group A 

└Three-unit house - - - P P P  Error! Reference 
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U S E  G R O U P  Zoning District 

Use 

Standard 
Parking Standard 

Use Category 

└specific use type 
RE R-1 R-1U R-2 R-3 R-4 

P=Permitted Use; S= Special Use; PR=Performance Review; PUD= Planned Unit 

Development; - = Prohibited Use 

source not found., 

Group A 

└Four-unit house - - - P P P  

Error! Reference 

source not found., 

Group A 

└Multifamily - - - - P P  

Error! Reference 

source not found., 

Group A 

 
20-005-C  LOT AREA PER DWELLING UNIT (DENSITY) 

 

3. Minimum Lot Area Exception for Three and Four Unit Houses in R-2 

 

Three-unit and four-unit houses permitted as new construction in the R-2 district and must meet the 

minimum lot area per unit standards of the R-3 district and does not include conversion of existing 

structures. 

 

20-005-G. REAR SETBACKS 

2. In all other R districts, the required rear setback for principal buildings other than detached accessory 

structures is 2030 feet. 

 

Table 21-1 Use Classification Table 

USE GROUP Zoning District 

Use 

Standard 

Parking 

Standard 
Use Category 

   └specific use type 
C-1 C-2 C-3 

P=Permitted Use,  S=Special Use,  PR=Performance Review, PUD= Planned Unit 

Development, - = Prohibited Use 

R E S I D E N T I A L      

Household Living       

└Artist Live/Work Space located on 

the ground floor 
S S S  

Error! 

Reference 

source not 

found.-B 

└Artist Live/Work Space located 

above the ground floor 
P P P  

Error! 

Reference 

source not 

found.-B 

└Dwelling Units located above the 

ground floor 
P P P  

Error! 

Reference 

source not 

found.-B 

└Dwelling Units located on the ground 

floor (as follows) 
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USE GROUP Zoning District Use 

Standard 

Parking 

Standard 

└Detached house S S S  

Error! 

Reference 

source not 

found.-A 

└Attached house S S S  

Error! 

Reference 

source not 

found.-A 

└Two-unit house S S S  

Error! 

Reference 

source not 

found. 

Group A 

└Apartment/condo (3+ units) PS S S  

Error! 

Reference 

source not 

found.-B 

 
30-004 MANDATORY PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS 

Planned unit development review and approval, in accordance with the requirements of this section, is required for 

the following: 

30-004-I. Residential developments with multiple buildings on a single lot excluding town home developments 

with less than 5060 units that conform with Section 40-002-H; and 

Zoning District 

Thresholds 

Single-Family Detached 
Single-Family Attached 

(Townhomes) 
Multifamily 

Residential or 

Commercial Districts 
150100 units 6050 units 8060 units  

Where a project includes a mix of single-family, townhouses, and multifamily housing the most restrictive threshold will 

apply. 

Article 35 | INFILL OVERLAY DISTRICT 

35-001 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Infill Overlay District is to facilitate new construction and residential development within the 

district and to allow new construction of two-family residences. This district overlays properties in areas already 

classified in other zoning districts.  The overlay is designed to achieve the following objectives; 

35-001-A. To promote new residential development and interest in the district. 

35-001-B. To allow two-family residences within a single-family only district. 

35-001-C. To allow flexibility of uses and development standards. 

35-001-D. To boost the housing stock and encourage reinvestment in the neighborhood. 

35-002 DISTRICT DESCRIPTION 
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The Infill Overlay District shall apply to all properties located within the District as designated on the City of 

Rockford Zoning Map as “Infill Overlay District”. 

35-003 PERMITTED USES 

Permitted uses, special uses, bulk regulations and parking regulations shall be those applicable for the underlying 

zoning district, except as specifically stated, permitted and/or prohibited within Sections 35-001 to 35-006. Where 

the use or provision is in conflict with another Overlay District i.e. the Historic Preservation Overlay District, the 

most restrictive regulation shall apply. 

35-004 LOT SIZES 

A detached single-family house or two-family house may be established on any lot of record regardless of its lot 

width, lot length or lot size, provided that all other requirements of this overlay district are met for new 

construction. This exemption also applies if a lot of record is increased in area and still does not comply with 

applicable minimum lot frontage standards. 

35-005 SETBACK REQUIREMENT 

35-005-A. Front yard setbacks are 25 feet or must be set back a distance equal to the average front 

yard depth that exists on the block of the subject lot but never greater than 25 feet. 

35-005-B. Side yard setbacks are 4.5 feet. 

35-005-C. Rear yard setbacks are 20 feet. 

35-006 PARKING 

2 spaces for new construction detached houses.  1.5 spaces per unit for new construction two-flats. 

50-003  OFF-STREET PARKING RATIOS 

District 
Minimum Automobile Parking Ratio (per 

unit or gross floor area)  

Minimum Bike 

Parking  

Parking Group A (Detached House, Townhouse, Two Flat) 

R-1 and R-1U 

2 spaces per unit; At least one of the 

required parking spaces must be located 

in a fully enclosed garage. 

None 

R-2  

2 spaces per unit for detached houses, 2 

spaces per unit for two-flats, and 2 

spaces per townhouse. At least one of 

the required parking spaces must be 

located in a fully enclosed garage. 

None 

All other R districts 

2 spaces per unit for detached houses 

1.5 spaces per unit for two-flats and 1 

space per townhouse 

 

C-1, C-2, C-3 districts 

2 spaces per unit for detached houses, 

1.5 spaces per unit for two-flats, and 21 

space per townhouse 

 

Parking Group B (Multi-unit) 

All R districts 2 1.5 spaces per unit;  

1 per 4 auto spaces in 

buildings with more 

than 2 units. 

C-1, C-2, C-3 districts 21.5 spaces per unit;  

1 per 4 auto spaces in 

buildings with more 

than 2 units. 

Parking Group M (Eating and Drinking Establishments and Food and Beverage Sales) 

C-1, C-2, C-3 and all I Districts  
Restaurants and take-out food stores: 13.3 

spaces per 1000 square feet; fast food 
1 per 10 auto spaces 

89



 

District 
Minimum Automobile Parking Ratio (per 

unit or gross floor area)  

Minimum Bike 

Parking  

restaurants: 13.3 10 spaces per 1000 

square feet plus 8 stacking spaces per 

drive-up window.  The Zoning Officer may 

make further reductions on the required 

number of parking spaces, based on 

competent evidence provided by the 

applicant, that the proposed number of 

parking spaces is adequate to support 

the use based on the established 

evidence. 

 

50-016  ACCESS LOCATIONS 

A. All access points should be located to provide the maximum separation distance between the 

driveway and the intersections of public streets. Where it is not possible to maximize the separation 

distance, then other traffic management methods (e.g. raised medians, controls for right-in and 

right-out, or shared driveways) should be used as recommended by the City Traffic Engineer. 

B. Only one (1) driveway shall be permitted for each residential property and two (2) driveways for a 

commercial or industrial property.  Additional driveways may be considered and approved by the 

City Engineer based upon parcel size and development type.  Circular driveways are permitted on 

residential properties for an interior lot with street frontage of at least one hundred and twenty five 

feet (125’) and for a corner lot with street frontage of at least two hundred feet (200’).  

 

80-003 NONCONFORMING USES AND CONTINUANCE OF NONCONFORMING USES 

80-003-B. CHANGE OF USE 

3.  A single-family home within the C-1 District that was lawfully converted to an office use may be 

re-established as a single-family home via a change of use permit. 
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