THECITYOF //..
ROCKI'ORD

7/ ILLINOIS, {

PLANNING & ZONING REPORT

Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board Meeting on April 21, 2026

APPLICANT:

LOCATION:

REQUESTED ACTION:

EXISTING USE:

PROPOSED USE:

DIMENSIONS:

File # 026-LTAB-012
Steven R. Grube / Rockford Wing Company, LLC dba Buffalo Wild Wings
6275 East State Street

The sale of liquor by the drink (Class L.50) in conjunction with a restaurant
and outdoor seating area in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District.

Restaurant with liquor by the drink
Restaurant with liquor by the drink

See attached Exhibit D

ADJACENT ZONING AND LAND USES:

NORTH:
EAST:
SOUTH:
WEST:

YEAR 2040 PLAN:

HISTORY:

REVIEW COMMENTS:

C-3; AT&T, Mattress Firm, Smoothie King, Jersey Mike’s
C-2; Aaron’s Rent to Own, Olive Garden

C-2; Forest Plaza

C-2; Starbucks, Pot Belly, Taco Bell

C Commercial & Retail

File #021-LTAB-021: The sale of liquor by drink in conjunction with a
restaurant with outdoor seating in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning
District for the property located 6280 East State Street. This is two (2)
blocks north of the subject property.

File #020-LTAB-083: The sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a
restaurant, bar and grill in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District was
approved on October 7, 2020 for the property located at 6330 East State
Street. This is located one block north of the subject property.

File #08-LAB-012: The sale of alcohol by the drink in conjunction with a
restaurant in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District was approved on
June 7, 2008 for the subject property.

The Applicant is requesting the sale of liquor by the drink (Class L.50) in
conjunction with a restaurant and outdoor seating area in a C-2, Limited
Commercial Zoning District. The subject property is located on the south
side of East State Street.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING DIVISION
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The Applicant recently purchased the business. Since this is a new bysiness

owner, a new liquor license will be need. The liquor license application will
be reviewed by the Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board.

" As part of this review it is required by the applicant to submit a completed

liquor license application, security plan, if applicable, and a business plan.
Additional items are presented for the use approval regarding the site and
intended business,

Exhibit D is the map identifying businesses with a liquor license. The
yellow dots identify the sale of beer and wine by the drink. The green dot is
for a full liquor license for the sale of liquor by the drink. The red dot is for
packaged liquor sales, The large star is the subject property.

A gite plan was not submitted. The subject property is located on an outlot
located within Forest Plaza shopping cesnter, See attached Exhibit C. The
requited parking for a restaurant is 13.33 parking spaces per 1000 square
foet. Based on the Lxhibit there are a total of 116 parking spaces. There is
sufficient parking space for the restaurant.

Exhibit E is the interior floor plan. The plan shows the proposed restaurant
layout. The tenant space is approximately 6,598 square feet. The seating
areas are located west and south of the entrance, The bar is located south of
the entrance as well, There is a full kitchen, storage room, office room and
bathrooms, The outdoor patio seating area is located west of the seating by
the entrance.

Exhibit F is the business plan. The plan further explains how the business
will operate.  The business operation and brand will not change. The same
menu items will continue as existing, Exhibit G is the restaurant menu. The
main food items will be wings, burgers, sandwiches and salad. The alcohol
will be domestic, import and craft beer options. The sales ratio 15% for
alcohol and 85% for food. The hours of operation will be Sunday through
Wednesday, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m., (midnight) and Thursday to Saturday
11:00 a.m, to 1:00 a.m.,

Exhibit H is the security plan. The restaurant is monitored by a security
alarm system that has cameras located throughout the business both indoors
and outdoors, The employees receive Basset Education and Training
programs for serving alcohol.

Exhibit I is the building elevation. The main entrance is located in the front.
The building elevation consists of brick with black and vellow tones.

Exhibit J is the calls for service for the last two (2) yoars There was a total

RECOMMENDATION:

The existing restaurant operation will continue as existing. There will not be
any changes. Therefore, staff supports this request.

Staff recommends APPROVAL for the sale of liquor by the drink (Class
L50) in conjunction with a restaurant and outdoor seating area in a C-2,
Limited Commercial Zoning District, subject to the following conditions:

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING DIVISION

89-calls-for service-to-6275 East-State Street,—— - --—-— i e e
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10.

11,

Meet all Applicable Building and Fire Codes.

Compliance with all City of Rockford Code of Ordinances including
Liquor and Codes.

Window display signage is limited to 20% of window area.

The windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block
the windows. :

The sale of liquor by the drink is in conjunction with a restaurant.

The hours of operation will be Sunday through Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.
to 12:00 a.m. (midnight) and Thursday through Saturday 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 am,

The proposed use shall not have a cover charge, dance floor, live
entertainment or any DJs.

The proposed use shall not operate as a nightclub.

Any pending general ordinance case(s) must be resolved prior to
issuance of the ficense.

All outstanding general ordinance fines must be paid prior to issuance of
the Ticense,

All conditions must be met prior to issuance of license and establishment
of use.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING DIVISION
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) Exhibit B
5 6275 East State Street
#026-LTAB-012
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kel Rockford Wing Company, LLC - 6275 East State Street |
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Exhibit D
6275 East State Street
#026-1.TAB-012

CITY OF ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS

TIONS-2025

Sale by the Drink {Beer and Wine)
@ Sale by the Drink (Full Liquor) CLOR LICE
@ Package Liquor Sales

4 College/University
< School (K-12)

@ CityVillage Hal
[] Parks

I Forest Preserves
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BEVEHAGE ALUUHUL &HOSPITALITY LF\W

Jennifer Niesen | Partner
P; 312-587-7504
Jemnifer@CLGAlcoholLaw.com

March 20, 2026 oo
VIA EMAIL, |
RE: Li?:e_n_se A_ppl__icant_': Rockford Wing Company, LLC
‘DBA: Buffalo Wild Wings

Address: 6275 E. State:St., Rockford, IL 61108
- Busin‘css-Plan '

Dear Mayor MCN amara;

Our ﬁlm represcnts Grube Inc., a na’clonal operaior of Buifalo Wild Wings franchises (“Buyer”), who
through its subsidiary, Roc,kfurd Wing Company, ELC (the “Licensé Applicant”™) seeks to operate the
Buffalo Wild Wings located at 6275 E, State St., Rockford, 1L 61 108 (the “Restaurant”) currently

- opcrated by Blazm ngs Tuc. (the “Seller”)

N The License Apphcant plans to make no charnges to Seller § operatxon and layout of the Rcstaurant or
- Sellér’s utilization of the: existing Buffalo Wild ngs branding and menu. From a customcr-facmg :
. ‘_perspectwe there will be 1o d1scernable impact to the existing restaurant services offered

Buffalo Wﬂd ngs isa nailonally recognized restaurant chain popular amonost sport 1 fans and farmhes :
for thelr wide selection of Buffalo-style wings and integrated TV screens for sport viewing: While the
itient focuses on witigs, it is supported by other popular American fare such as burgers, sandwmhes, :
and salads: Buffalo Wild Wings offers a full-service bar with domestic, import; and craft beer options.
The annclpated ratio-of food vs. aleohol sales is 15% alcehol sales to 85% food/non-atcohotic beverage

sales. Please see the attached mier for additional detalls -

The Rcstaurant 18- open Sunday Wednesday from 1; 00am-12:00am and Thursday—Sathday from
11:00am-1:00am. Feod service is offered during all business hours. No cover charge is required to
enter the premises at any time. Seating is offered in the main dining rooms, the bar area, and on the
outdom pano (wcather pemmt’zmg) Please see attached floor plan for additional details.

If there are a.ny addmonal quesuons 1egard1ng operations at the Restaurant, please contact me al (312)
587-7594 or via email at jennifer@gclgalcohollaw.com to discuss. We look forward to your response
and appreciate your continued assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

Jennifer R. Niesen
- Exhibit F
Cc: shelia.alexander@rocklordil. cov - 6275 Bast State Street
#026-LTAB-012

Matter: 2025008-002-009 Document: 405285

CHRISTOPOULOS LAW GROUP 351 W, Hubbard St., Suite 602, Chicago, Il 60654 CLGAIcoholLaw.com
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CL CHRISTOPOULOS
LAW GROUP
BEVERAGE ALCOHOL & HOSPITALITY LAW

Jennifer Niesen | Pariner
P: 312-587-7594
Jennifer@CLGAlcoholl.aw.com

March 20, 2026
VIA EMAIL

RE: License Applicant: Rockford Wing Company, LL.C Exhibit H
DBA: Buffalo Wild Wings 6275 East State Street
Address: 6275 E. State St., Rockford, IL 61108 #026-LTAB-012
Security Plan

Dear Mayor McNamara:

Our firm represents Grube Inc., a national operator of Buffalo Wild Wings franchises (“Buyer”),
who through its subsidiary, Rockford Wing Company, LLC (the “License Applicant”) seeks to
operate the Buffalo Wild Wings located at 6275 E. State St., Rockford, IL 61108 (the “Restaurant’)
currently operated by Blazin Wings, Inc. (the “Seller”). Please see the below security plan as
required by the City of Rockford Liquor License Application.

Security Systems
e An alarm system monitored by Johnson Controls Security is currently installed on the
premises.
e Security cameras are currently located throughout the establishment at the following
locations:
o (1) Inside the Entry Area / Front Door
(1) Inside the Back Door
(1) Outside the Back Door
(1) Outside of Beer Cooler & Liquor Cages
(2) Exterior Patio
(1) Cook Line
(1) Expo Area
(2) Bar Area; (1) Overlooking & (1) Bar POS
(1) Office
(1) Takeout POS

e Qo 9000

Employee Training
e The Restaurant operates as a place for on-site sit-down meals in a casual dining setting;

with the option of an alcoholic beverage to accompany the meal.

e In compliance with the Illinois Liquor Control Act, all employees responsible for the sale
and/or service of alcohol will be certified by a Beverage Alcohol Sellers and Servers
(BASSET) Education and Training Program.

Matter: 2025005-002-009 Document: 405326
CHRISTOPOULOS LAW GROUP 351 W. Hubbard St., Suite 602, Chicago, IL 60654 CLGAlcoholLaw.com
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e All patrons will be required to show a valid government issued ID at the time an order for

an alcoholic beverage is placed.
e All alcoholic beverages ordered will be brought to the requesting patron by a BASSET
certified employee to be consumed at their individual table.

Surrounding Areas
e The Restaurant is located within a stand-alone building in Forest Plaza.
e The Forest Plaza parking lot is located immediately adjacent to The Restaurant and is
available to all patrons

If there are any additional questions related to the security of the Restaurant, please contact me at
(312) 587-7594 or via email at jennifer@clgalcohollaw.com to discuss. We look forward to your
response and appreciate your continued assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

Jennifer R. Niesen

Cc: shelia.alexander@rockfordil. gov

Matter: 2025005-002-008 Document: 405326

CHRISTOPOULOS LAW GROUP 351 W. Hubbard St., Suite 602, Chicago, IL 60654 CLGAlcoholLaw.com
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