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MEMORANDUM 

 

Date: July 13, 2026 

 

To:  Ald. Kevin Frost, Chair, Finance & Personnel Committee 

 

From: Charlotte Hoss, City Attorney 

  

RE: Acquisition of 4100 East State Street by Rockford Public Library  

 

Staff is recommending the approval of a plan of acquisition and renovation of 4100 East State Street by the 

Rockford Public Library. Section 5-1 of the Illinois Local Library Act requires the Board of Library 

Trustees cause a plan of such a purchase and renovation be prepared and an estimate made of the cost, 

which is to be submitted to the corporate authorities of the City for consideration and approval. A copy of 

the Library’s plan and costs are included. 

 



Description and Purpose of Building Purchase and Renovation by Rockford Public Library 

In the past five years, the Rockford Public Library has seen growth in the use and demand for its 

Mobile Library Services. The Services bring library resources directly to district residents who lack 

convenient access or who are unable to visit the Library’s physical locations.  The Library currently 

operates three vehicles: the Mobile Library Bus, the Mini-Mobile Library, and the Digital Library 

Van, which provide these mobile library services to its patrons.  

Recently, the Rockford Public Library has identified a need for better, more efficient storage of its 

mobile library vehicles, a larger workplace of the mobile library staff, and for storage of the 

collection items pertaining to mobile stops.  

Accordingly, the Rockford Public Library would like to acquire a building located at 4100 E. State 

Street (the former Mobility Connection) and renovate it to house its mobile library buses. The 

location will not be open to the public. It will be used only by Library staff.  In order to best utilize 

the building for the use of its mobile libraries, the Library plans to reconfigure the garage openings 

so the buses can be parked inside for loading and storage. The building would also be renovated 

to include the necessary office space for the support staff. The toilet rooms would be refurbished, 

with one toilet room upgraded to meet accessibility requirements.  The roof would also be 

replaced.  

The estimated costs of this project are attached hereto. The funding for the project will come 

from the Library’s Fund balance and no additional funds or bond measures are anticipated to be 

needed fund the project.  The Library Board of Trustees reviewed the purpose, cost, funding and 

necessity of the project on June 15, 2026 and approved purchase of the 4100 E. State St. property 

for this purpose.  



Council Rooms, City of Rockford 

______________________ 
 

 

      Date: July 20, 2026 

 

 By Alderman Frost, on behalf of the Finance and Personnel Committee: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees has determined that the acquisition of the 

property at 4100 East State Street, Rockford, Illinois (the “Property”) is in the best interests of the 

Library for its Mobile Library Services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, upon acquisition, the building on the Property will be renovated by the 

Library to house its mobile library buses and provide necessary office space for support staff, along 

with replacing the roof and remodeling of one bathroom to meet accessibility requirements; and 

 

 WHEREAS, funding for the purchase and renovations will come from the Library’s fund 

balance with no additional funds or bond measures anticipated to fund the project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 5-1 of the Illinois Local Library Act, 75 ILCS 5/5-1, requires that if 

the Board of Library Trustees determines to purchase a building or to repair, remodel or improve 

an existing library building, or build an addition thereto, or to furnish necessary equipment 

therefor, the Board of Library Trustees shall cause a plan to be prepared and an estimate to be 

made of the cost; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 5-1 of the Illinois Local Library Act further requires that such a plan 

be submitted to the corporate authorities of the City for their consideration and approval; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees has presented the attached plan; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Rockford City Council has considered and approved said plan. 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Rockford, Illinois, 

has considered and hereby approves the plan of the Rockford Board of Library Trustees for the 

acquisition and renovation of 4100 East State Street, Rockford, Illinois, on the terms and 

conditions set forth in the plan. 

 

 ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rockford this ____ day of July, 2026. 

 

 APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Rockford this ___ day of July, 2026. 

 

 

 

       ____________________________ 

       Thomas J. McNamara, Mayor 



           

Rockford, Illinois             Date: July 13, 2026 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR RESOLUTION 

 

 

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKFORD: 
 

Council Members: 

 

    The Committee on Finance and Personnel having received a request hereby begs leave 

to report recommending approval of a plan of acquisition of 4100 East State Street by the 

Rockford Board of Library Trustees. The Legal Director shall prepare the appropriate resolution. 

 

 

 

          ______________________________ 

        Kevin Frost (Chair) 

 

 

 ______________________________ 

              Chad Tuneberg (Vice chair)  

  

 

 ______________________________ 

          Frank Beach 

 

 

   ______________________________ 

   Dawn Granath 

 

 

 ______________________________ 

   Jaime Salgado 

 

 

 

Committee Action Taken: 

 

Frost:  Ayes:___ Nays:____ Absent:____ 

Tuneberg:  Ayes:___ Nays:____ Absent:____ 

Beach:  Ayes:___ Nays:____ Absent:____ 

Granath:  Ayes:___ Nays:____ Absent:____ 

Salgado:   Ayes:___ Nays:____ Absent:____ 
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